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Fact Sheet
NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
The development of the National Advisory Council was set into motion by the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006, and is being created to advise the Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on all aspects of emergency management in an effort to ensure close coordination with all involved.

The Council is being instituted to ensure effective and ongoing coordination of the federal preparedness, protection, response, recovery and mitigation for natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and other man-made disasters.  Specifically, the Council will focus attention on the development and revision of the national preparedness goal, the national preparedness system, the National Incident Management System, the National Response Plan, and other related plans and strategies.  

Member Composition
· The members of the National Advisory Council will be appointed by the Administrator of FEMA and will come from a geographic (including urban and rural) and substantive cross section of officials, emergency managers, and emergency response providers from state, local, and tribal governments, the private sector, and nongovernmental organizations.  Members will be selected from:
· The emergency management field and emergency response providers, including fire service, law enforcement, hazardous materials response, emergency medical services, and emergency management personnel.
· Health scientists, emergency and inpatient medical providers, and public health professionals.
· Experts from the federal, state, local, and tribal governments, and the private sector, representing standards-setting and accrediting organizations, including representatives from the voluntary consensus codes and standards development community, particularly those with expertise in the emergency preparedness and response field.
· State, local, and tribal government officials with expertise in preparedness, protection, response, recovery, and mitigation, including adjutants’ general.
· Elected state, local, and tribal government executives.
· Experts in public and private sector infrastructure protection, cybersecurity, and communications.
· Individuals with disabilities and other populations with special needs; and
· Such other individuals as the Administrator determines as appropriate.
Federal Coordination
· In the selection of members who are health or emergency medical service professionals, the Administrator shall work with the Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Secretary of Transportation.  In addition, the Administrator shall designate one or more officers of the Federal Government to serve as ex officio members.  

Council Members’ Term of Office
· The term of office of each member shall be 3 years.  Of the members initially appointed to the National Advisory Council, one-third shall be appointed for a term of 1 year; and one-third shall be appointed for a term of 2 years.

· A member appointed to fill an unexpired term shall serve the remainder of that term.  
Subcommittees
· The National Advisory Council may establish subcommittees for any purpose consistent with this charter with the approval of the Administrator.  Such subcommittees may not work independently of the chartered committee and must report their recommendations and advice to the National Advisory Council for full deliberation and discussion.
FEMA manages federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates mitigation activities, works with state and local emergency managers, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program. FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security on March 1, 2003.                                                    
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