Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Nineteenth Meeting, November 22, 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Superintendent of Documents (Gil Baldwin, GPO)

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Steve Levenson, US Courts)

Federal librarians (Gretchen Schlag, GPO and Richard Huffine, EPA)


Federal Enterprise Architecture (Eliot Christian, USGS)

CENDI (Jim Erwin, DTIC)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joann McGovern, GSA), by telephone

Others attending

Lucian Russell (Computer Sciences Corporation) 
Lori Finch (USDA) – by telephone
Marcia Christian (USGS) – by telephone
Brand Niemann (EPA) 
Mark Myers (Convera) – by telephone
1. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 
2. The Working Group approved the previously distributed notes from the November 8, 2004 meeting. 

3. Richard Huffine, EPA, reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG). He said ERPWG is continuing to collect comments on Recommendations and the period for receiving public comments will close on November 24. Comments thus far have been constructive. [Chairman note: Susan Sullivan provided additional update via e‑mail after the meeting. She reported that ERPWG held a meeting on November 16 to kick‑off the toolkit work. She also reported that ERPWG will meet again on December 3, to discuss the Recommendations before forwarding the document to ICGI on December 6.]
4. Joann McGovern of GSA reported on activities of the ICGI Web Content Management Working Group. She said that they are waiting for OMB to respond to the draft of their Web Content Standards recommendation. 
5. Gretchen Schlag reported on activities of the ICGI E-Gov Access Working Group. She said that the group is working on studies of disparities in Internet access issues.
6. Eliot Christian, USGS, discussed the Common Metadata Definitions document. In addition to being distributed to the three relevant ICGI Working Groups, the document was circulated among Federal webmasters, resulting in some confusion.
7. Gil Baldwin reported on comments received to date on the Recommendation on the Definition of Government Information from DISA, DHS and ITA. He said that the issue of granularity may need to be clarified. 
8. Jim Erwin reported on comments received to date on the Recommendation on Searchable Identifiers. He has heard from National Agriculture Library, National Library of Medicine and OASIS. There was discussion of URNs and “Handles” which led to a distinction between recommendations at the implementation level vs. recommendations at the policy level.
9. Richard Huffine reported on comments received to date on the Recommendation on Categories of Government Information. In the following discussion it was noted that reasserted that bibliographic attributes are essential for continuity. It was also noted that recommendations are at the functional level of what metadata needs to be accessible on request, rather than prescribing the internal formats that agencies might maintain. 
10. Eliot Christian led a discussion of interoperable search and how it relates to other CGI components supporting a services-oriented architecture.
11. Eliot Christian reported ICGI guidance for the transmittal summarizing the CGI WG Recommendations: “Keep then short”.

12. A scheduled presentation was given by Lucian Russell of CSC, on AQUAINT (Advanced Questions and Answering for Intelligence,  http://www.ic-arda.org/InfoExploit/aquaint/ ). [This presentation was later distributed to CGI WG discussion list.] Lucian reported that the six year AQUAINT program is sponsored by five agencies and encompasses 18 research projects at universities and government laboratories. Central to their efforts are language study and the indexing of verbs. He said that AQUAINT aims to put knowledge and reasoning into the manipulation of queries and “factoids”. Because “factoids” include video segments, he noted that an understanding of copyright issues for videos in government collections should be on the agenda. Lucian believes that this committee’s foundation work is a necessary first step for developmental research; like scientists of the 1700s standardizing measurements. For technical details, contact John Prange <jprang@nsa.gov> .
13. The next meeting of the CGI Working Group will be held December 6, 2004 from 9:00 to 11:00 at the White House Conference Center. This meeting will be primarily concerned with completing the final version of the CGI WG Recommendations Transmittal Memo to ICGI, due on December 6.







































