Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Thirteenth Meeting, August 16 , 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (Susan Turnbull, GSA)

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Leslie Campbell, US Courts)

Federal librarians (Gretchen Schlag, DON) by telephone

Federal Enterprise Architecture (Eliot Christian, USGS)

CENDI (Jim Erwin, DTIC)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Susan Sullivan, NARA) by telephone
ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joann McGovern, GSA), by telephone

Others attending

Marcia Christian (USGS) taking notes
Lucian Russell (Computer Sciences Corporation)

Mark Myers (Convera)

Josh Powers (Convera)

Andy Hoskinson (Unisys, IAC EA SIG)

Brand Niemann (EPA )

1. The notes from the August 2, 2004 meeting were distributed for review. 

2. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 

3. A scheduled presentation was given by Lucian Russell of CSC, titled “An Overview of Indexing and Relevance”. Much of his content came from the book - Readings in Information Retrieval, edited by Karen Sparck Jones and Peter Willet (Morgan Kaufmann Publishers, 1997). Lucian said government information is unique in its web presence because: 1) its importance is more significant than its popularity; 2) government information doesn't tend to point to other information; 3) government information is authoritative.  Lucian gave background on framework models used to support query and document indexes.  There are three major models. Logic (a Boolean expression in terms of AND, OR, NOT); Vector Space (terms are dimensions in a vector space); Probability (use the query to determine the probability that document is a match).  Lucien and others present agreed that most search technology vendors today support a combination of the three models.
4. Eliot Christian noted discussions about the possibility of an IAC search interoperability interest group forming up.

5. Eliot Christian announced that Glen Schlarman, OMB, has agreed that the ICGI will quickly address clearance on the CGI documents that were prepared by CGI WG for public review.

6. Susan Sullivan reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG). She said that their Toolkit Framework is scheduled to be discussed at the ICGI meeting on August 18.  On August 26 it will be presented to the meeting of the WG Chairs. The framework being discussed will concern how ERPWG will evaluate tools. The content has yet to be decided but they have some idea of candidate tools. There will be policy tools, checklists, speeches, lessons learned etc. to help agencies manage electronic records. ERPWG's next internal meeting is scheduled for August 24.
7. Joann McGovern reported on activities of the ICGI Content Management Working Group. She said there has been good involvement with metadata coordination. There will be a meeting this afternoon concerning how many indices are needed and how they will be defined.
8. Jim Erwin reported on the CGI WG Requirements document concerning: 1) Definitions of which Government information to be categorized; 2) Open, interoperable standards for categorizing government information, an 3) Open, interoperable standards for searchable identifiers. He noted that there will be a presentation on this work for the Federal Library and Information Center Committee (FLICC) at its special meeting on September 1. This will also be the basis for the presentation for OMB at the August 30 CGI meeting. 
9. Eliot Christian reported on the CGI WG Recommendation defining open, interoperable standards for electronic searching. He anticipated that ICGI will approve it to posted for public comment. 
10. Eliot Christian, as CGI chair, noted that the product target dates on the Work Plan for the CGI WG, will need to be revised as soon as the ICGI acts on the pre-clearance request.
11.  The next meeting of the CGI Working Group will be held August 30, 9:00 -11:00 in the Jackson room at the White House Conference Center. OMB representatives will join in for a follow-on meeting 11:00 - 12:00 in the same room, to discuss status and plans.







































